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FOLLOW SATYARTH-PRAKASH (INTRO-2)

Rishi Dayanand, before making
comments on the books, and taking to
the educational, social, religious and
other reforms, observed for long, and
found that the books were not declaring
the truth, the teachers were not teaching
the truth, the samnyasins were not
following the truth, the scholars were
not advocating the truth, and even the
parents were not preaching the truth.
Then he wrote the Satyarth-Prakash.

He writes in the Satyarth-Prakash

Introduction, "SIt #s7 deUreh BT ¥, 98
I T Bl W W AR gAY R A7
el B ™ DI W I g PRI H U
BT & | fage oMl &1 I8 = dM 7 (&
JUGY A1 O gRT We AYEl b A
AN BT WHY AT R < | yvErq d
Y SgAT fRarzd HHsTR Ao &1 UE
R et &1 URETT oR$ HQT M9 H
g |

During general discussions, we come
across many wrong notions which the
speakers do not accept as wrong, like (a)
The world develops itself without being
created by God; (b) God and soul are
one and the same entity; (c) Idol

Y Fifed

— & Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’

Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

worship is nothing other than the
worship of God. Only the admirers of
Satyarth-Prakash can explain these
notions in the light of Science and
Vedas.

The holders of notion (a) argue that the
natural propensities draw elements
together, and they combine to make the
objects of the world, there being none
else as the creator of the world. Rishi
Dayanand replies to them that, ‘‘Lifeless
objects, drawn towards each other by
their own nature, cannot be combined
with that regularity which might effect
the creation of the world, unless there be
an intelligent God to bring about the
production. If it were all by mere nature,
how is it that a second sun, a second
moon and a second earth etc. do not
come into existence automatically?’’

They again argue that our body is a
result of the chemical combinations of
the four elements—earth, water, fire and
air; and their mixtures give rise to a
conscious being, called the soul, like
intoxication caused by eating some
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substances. Rishi Dayanand replies to
them that, “The elements earth etc. are
insentient. They can never give rise to a
sentient being. Just as in these days the
boy is born out of the contact of father
and mother, similarly in the beginning
of the universe, the form of the bodies of
man etc. could not have come into being
without God the creator. The birth and
death of a sentient being cannot be
likened to intoxication. Intoxication
effects a sentient being and not an
insentient being.”’

The holders of notion (b) put forward
the following quotations:-
1- v s&1 | (God is knowledge)
2. 3 s | (1 am God)
3. @A | (Thou art God)
4. AT §&1 | (This soul is God)

Then they claim that God and soul are
one. Rishi Dayanand replies them that,
“The second sentence means that |
subsist in God. Here is the figure
metonymy, container for the thing
contained. When we say that ‘platforms
cry’ we mean that ‘watchmen seated on
the platforms cry’, because the
platforms, being inanimate, have no
power to cry. The same holds good here.
If anybody asks, why has the soul been
called here as subsisting in God, when
everything subsists in Him? We reply

Y Fifed

that though all things subsist in God,
nothing is so akin to God as the soul.
The soul realizes God and is in direct
communion with Him in salvation.

Therefore, the soul and God are in
relation of the supported and the
supporter, and of companionship. God
and soul are by no means identical.
Sameness can be predicated of the soul
and God in the sense of close friendship,
as some man may say ‘He and I are the
same, 1.¢., friends.” When a man realizes
God directly in the state of yoga, he can
say through the exuberance of love that
he and God are the same. Only that soul
can claim closeness with God who
moulds his attributes, activities and
temperament according to those of
God.”

The holders of notion (c) submit that
God resides in the devotional feelings of
the devotees, and God’s images or idols
when worshipped with these feelings,
this amounts to the worship of God in
the fullest meaning of the term. Rishi
Dayanand replies to them that, ‘“When
God is formless and all pervasive, it is
not possible to make an idol of Him.

If the mere sight of an idol is a
reminder of God, is it not possible to
think of God by seeing God-made
objects as earth, water, fire, air,

10



vegetables, and various other things,
which exhibit the wonderful
creativeness of the Almighty? When the
idol is not before you, it is very likely
that in private you forget God and
engage yourself in theft, adultery and
other evil pursuits. The idolater thinks,
“Here there is none to see me.”” And he
falls victim to temptations. These are all
the disadvantages of idol-worship.”’

The above are some of the demerits of
the stand of partial persons; but they
regard them as merits. At the same time,
the principle of Rebirth, the concept of
Moksha or salvation, and the Vedas
being the knowledge from God, are all
true principles; but the bigots regard
them as not true. This is not the case
with Vedic scholars.

God is one, omnipresent, formless, all-
knowledge, just, kind and all-bliss. The
soul is animate but different from God,;
independent to act but dependent to get
rewards. The system of Four Vedas is
the knowledge from God. As we sow, S0
shall we reap. We should study the
Vedas, always do good deeds, and
should pray to God through the Vedic
system.

The Vedic scholars should submit
before the people, these and other true
principles, so that they could do the right
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things, and refrain from the bad ones.
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